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4 EVANGELICAL and REFORMED CHURCH 


2401 LAKE AVENUE 
FORT WAYNE, INDIANA 


sxntnente 


This will be... 
The church of the Living God, 
The church of the warm heart, 
Of the open mind, 

Of the adventurous spirit; 

The church that cares, 

That heals hurt lives, 

That challenges youth: 

A working church, 

A church of courage, 

A friendly church for all people. 
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Sunday, September 11, 1955 
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OFF History aievs eed 


|" IS NOT given to all 
Church members to be 
active in the actual building of a new 
Church edifice. We members of 
Salem are happy that we can be par- 
ticipants in such an undertaking and 
we are thankful that we have pros- 
pered and are able to build this 
beautiful sanctuary in which to wor- 
ship. Our Church founders would 
indeed be proud if they could see this 
building, the culmination of their 
early struggles. 


Salem Church had its beginning in 1868. In June of that year, 
about fifty members of Saint John’s Reformed Church withdrew from 
the parent Church in order to organize the Second Reformed Church 
in Fort Wayne. They met in the home of Conrad Neireiter and the 
new Church was organized under the leadership of the Rev. J. H. 
Klein. It was he who gave our Church the name “‘Salem’’. A consistory 
was elected, a constitution was drawn up and the Church became a 
member of the St. Joseph’s Classis. 


Where to worship? On the northwest corner of Wayne and Clin- 
ton Streets stood a small frame chapel, which had been vacated by the 
Baptist Congregation. This was purchased for the modest sum of 
$2,500.00. Part of this money came from funds of the Ladies’ Aid of 
the German Reformed Church and which had been set apart for the 
establishment of a Mission Church in our city. 


The Congregation soon outgrew this small chapel and in 1869 
Salem Church bought the northeast corner of Wayne and Clinton 
Streets for $9,500.00 and erected a Church which was dedicated in 
October, 1870. This building cost $7,880.00. A parochial school and 
a Sunday School were established at this time under the supervision 
of Mr. J. J. Weber who also served as choirmaster. ‘Vhis educational 
program required a building which was built in 1871. 


Oe History — meted 


(ex COUNTRY was recovering from the Civil War. 
Times were hard and money was scarce. ‘The young 
Church had many hardships and financial difficulties during 
the pastorates of the Rev. C. Cast, the Rev. H. F. Miller, and 
the Rev. C. Baum. But during the pastorate of the Rev. C. F. 
Kriete, the Church became financially stronger and the mem- 
bership became larger. Nevertheless, it was considered best to 
sell the corner lot when the Masonic 
Lodge offered $5,000.00 for it. ‘This 
made matters easier and in the next 
year, 1879, a parsonage was built 
for $800.00. 


Then came the pastorates of 
the Reve W."E. Zander. ands the 
Rev. J. Kuelling, D. D. While the 
Rev. Kuelling was our pastor, the 
Church was renovated and painted 
and the organ moved to the gallery 
in preparation for the Silver Jubilee 
which was held on June 11, 1893. 
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It was through the efforts of 
the next pastor, the Rev. Phillip 
Ruhl, that the interior was remodeled and the floor elevated at a cost 
of $5,000.00. The Rev. E. A. Kielsmeier became our pastor in 1908 
and was succeeded by the Rev. Philip Vollmer, the first pastorate of 
the Rev. EF. W.-Knatz, and thes Rev the W Kratzee Lee) Sere obese 
Salem celebrated its Golden Jubilee. During the second pastorate of 
the Rev. Knatz, the Congregation built a new Sunday School Build- 
ing and Church Hall. 


While the Rev. R. A. Worthman was our pastor, there was a 
eradual change from the use of the German language to the use of 
English in our Church services and in the pastorate of the Rev. P. H. 
Graeser, German services were dropped entirely. At this time the Re- 
formed Church merged with the Evangelical Church and our name 
was changed to Salem Evangelical and Reformed Church. 


| Oi? History — Or tin acd: 


})® KARL KOEPKE was our pastor when our Church 
received two legacies, one from Mrs. Goodman, in 
memory of her mother, and one from Mr. Herman Goller. 
These funds made our Church debt-free and provided a new 
altar and a new organ. 


The Rev. Ira Frantz became our pastor in 1946. At this 
time Fort Wayne was beginning to grow rapidly and it became 
obvious that Salem would need to expand or to relocate. This was a 
matter that needed much study and it was not until the present pas- 
torate of the Rev. Willard H. Zinke that definite steps were taken. 


We take pride in this material achievement of course, but we take 
still greater pride in the men who have left Salem to enter the minis- 
try. They are: 

The Rev. Karl Kriete, Missionary to Japan; The Rev. Fred W. Knatz; 
The Rev. Theophilus (Ted) Winter, Missionary to China; The Rev. John 
C. Gieser; The Rev. William C. Feller; The Rev. William Nelson; The 


Rev. Robert Johnson, who will be ordained today, and; Mr. John Carey, 
a theological student now attending Yale Divinity School. 


Throughout the years Salem Church has endeavored to keep up 
with the changing times. This is evidenced by the frequent changes 
to our building, by the gradual transition from the use of the German 
language to English. Also, the Young People’s Society became the 
Christian Endeavor Society and is now the Youth Fellowship. The 
Frauenverein became the Ladies Aid and is now the Women’s Guild. 
The Men’s Club became the Brotherhood of the Salem E. and R. 
Church. 


The changing times which have also affected our growing town 
have also affected the value of our former property as a desirable 
Church location. After much contemplation, deliberation and debate, 
our Consistory under the 
able leadership of the 
Rev. Willard Zinke and 
supported by a faithful 
and courageous Congre- 
gation have erected this 
beautiful and modern 
Sanctuary to the Glory 
of God. 


May God Lie this sanctuary ere grant us His nord thared| blessing. 


January 28, 1951 


February 25, 1951 


March 5, 1951 


April 21, 1951 
May thru December 1951 


January 30, 1952 


February thru December 1952 


January | 953 


qune yatos 


June 21, 1953 


July 6, 1953 


July thru October 1953 


October 18, 1953 


October 26, 1953 


November 5, 1953 


November 27, 1953 


November 30, 1953 


CHURCH IS BUILT 


First meeting Building Survey Committee. Objective, recommenda- 
tions on future building policies of Salem Church. 


Second Meeting BSC. Facts and figures discussed for hours. 


Cabinet Meeting, Officers of all Church Organizations discuss future 
needs. 


Third Meeting BSC. More facts, figures, estimates. 
Surveys, investigations, consultation with experts, etc. 


Final Report BSC. Presented to congregation, covered facts and figures 
on relocating and building a new church and, repairing, remodeling, 
refacing and enlarging present building. No definite decision reached. 


The fire burns low—however ideas and desires are taking shape! 


On the March again! Special Meeting of Congregation resulted in 
directing consistory to investigate thoroughly three procedures (1) 
Repairing and Remodeling (2) Resurfacing and Remodeling (3) Re- 
location. June 7, 1953 set as date for consistory report. 


Four page consistory report presented. Congregation voted to study 
proposals for two weeks and make final decision at special meeting, 
Sunday, June 21. 


Congregation voted almost unanimously to relocate and build new 
church! 


Consistory approved appointment of Executive Committee to start 
immediate action. 


Executive Committee holds several meetings. Building, site finding, 
sale of property committees appointed. 


Church site finding committee reported and recommended purchase 
of ground from Fort Wayne Children’s Home. Congregation accepted 
and ordered immediate action to purchase 5 acres. 


Humbrecht and Associates selected as architects. 
Sold present building and ground to Samuel Foster Estate for $96,000. 
Loyalty Dinner. Campaign starts to raise $100,000 over 3 year period. 


Children’s Home Board approves sale of 5 acres to Salem. 


December 11, 1953 , 
December thru May 1953-54 


May 13, 1954 
umes) 954 
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August 8, 1954 

August 9, 1954 

August thru December 1954 
January 9, 1955 


January 23, 1955 


January thru April 1955 


April 27, 1955 


May 1955 
May thru August 1955 


Monday, September 5, 1955 


Sunday, September 11, 1955 
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A CHURCH [IS BUILT 


Victory Dinner . . . Financial Campaign is big success! 


Meetings, meetings, meetings! Many of them until long after mid- 
night. 


Architects plans accepted with provisions for several changes. 


William P. Schenkel & Sons awarded general contract, P. B. Arnold 
Company gets the plumbing , heating & electrical contract. 


Congregation approves final plans and specifications. 


Rain holds off until Ground Breaking Service is completed. Charles 
Neireiter, oldest member, turns over the first shovelful and Rev. 
Zinke conducts service. 


Contractor goes to work. 


More meetings, more problems! But spirit remains at top level and 
everybody cooperates whole heartedly. 


Congregation receives up-to-date report. 


We lay the corner-stone. Dr. Karl Koepke is guest speaker. Weather-- 
very cold and windy, but more than 275 Salemites brave the wintry 
blasts. 


More meetings, more problems. New pews purchased, chancel and 
organ contracts let, glass selected, stained glass window removed to 
new Church. Women’s Guild to outfit kitchen, men demand dish- 
washer, 1000 other details handled! 


Family-minded robin builds nest in rafters of new nursery . . . con- 
struction held up. 


Memorial and special gifts committee swings into action. 


More meetings. Carpet and floor tile selected. Decorators move in. 
Men of church complain of aching backs but the ladies take every- 
thing in stride with ‘nary a complaint, God Bless ’em! Parking lot 
and drive problems solved and landscaping started. We paint, we 
clean, we lay tile, etc. 


Official moving day. With fond memories we leave our old church 
home! 


DEDICATION ...and... we move into our new Church Home! 
Rev. Victor Frohne, LaPorte, Indiana, president of the Michigan- 
Indiana Synod of the E. and R. Church delivers sermon. Rev. Zinke’s 
big beaming smile is much in evidence. 


—We, the members of Salem Church will write the book. We, and 
we alone, must make full use of these new facilities to further God’s 
kingdom on this earth and to increase our service to our fellowman. 
If we fail the blame is ours. Dedication Day is not the end of what 
we are striving for—IT’S THE BEGINNING! 


ictures toll the story SRE 


‘he Tutare Home of 
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Just a plot of ground and a sign. 
Groundbreaking services—August 1954 

. Firm foundations (front wall). 

The cornerstone is laid despite chill winds—January 1955. 
The frame of steel rises from the ground. 
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Laminated Fir arches against a Spring sky. 
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7. We raise the roof. 
8. A-view from the Veterans Hospital. 
9. This side faces the morning sun. 


10. The robin’s nest — construction 
“fowled up”. 


11. The NEW SALEM—our new home. 
A fine view of church and edu- 
cational unit. 


Uaile 


SORRY we couldn’t include interior pictures. We had to omit 
them because the interior of our new church and school was not 
finished in time to meet the publication dates. Perhaps we can send 
you a few ata later date. 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 


Speaker—The Rev. Victor P. Frohne 
President of Michigan-Indiana Synod 
Evangelical and Reformed Church 


Pastor of St. Paul’s Church, 
La Porte, Indiana 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 


Speaker—The Rev. William C. Feller 


Pastor of Zion Church, 
Decatur, Indiana 


Son of Salem Church 


DEDICATION 
SERVICES 


We 
dedicate 
to the 
GLORY 
OF 
GOD 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 


Speaker—The Rev. Paul G. Graeser 


Pastor of St. Peter’s Church, 
Van Wert, Ohio 


Former Pastor of Salem 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2 


World-Wide 
Communion Service 


Speaker—The Rev. Willard H. Zinke 
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Step by step we have climbed until at last we 
have come to the day we have dreamed of, the 
dedication of our new church home. But now that 
we have reached this place we cannot sit back and 
rest. We have really just reached an objective. A 
fine, adequate, beautiful equipment is at our dis- 
posal. Concrete, brick, stone, steel, wood and other 
materials have been fashioned by skilled workmen 
into a temple. The greater task now lies before 
us. We must now take human materials and fashion 
them into a temple, now made with hands, eternal 
in the heavens. 


Pastors who served Salem 


For their faithful ministry to the religious needs of Salem 
Church . . . for their inspired leadership . . . for the many 
kind and thoughtful services they rendered during their pas- 
torates—we, the members of Salem, are sincerely grateful. 


[Saaeieeeiant: apatite] 
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Ce LOLI By i Cael ee 1868-1871 
HeeMillerecer..e: ree e 1871-1872 
Ge Baume: Pac A are 1873-1875 
CRE MKTICle tert ree 1876-1890 
VV RZ ONGC eee eee na: 1890-1892 
WK Ueling seme eine 1892-1898 
PhilltoesRullmeeneee eee 1898-1907 
E. H. Kielsmeier.................. 1908-1911 


Philippe Vollmer.) ean 1912-1913 
PRY oni zacce =e ree 1913-1916 
Fea ik Kriz eee eee 1916-1920 
PIs W SKnictzememee os 1920-1930 
R. A. Worthman................. 1931-1934 
les Am, LETC AR scat epee 1935-1939 
KarleKoenkers ect, cs. 1939-1946 
IKCMENVY HSONMETCNTZ seep ere 1946-1949 


Willardelie Zinke see 1950 


Church 


Organization 
A. D. 


1950 


REVEREND WILLARD H. ZINKE 
Pastor and President of the Consistory 


ELDERS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Merrill C. Johnson, Chairman 


é New Church Building Project 
Owen S. Arnos Raymond S. Feller 


Merrill C. Johnson, Chairman 


TRUSTEES Richard J. Keyser Charles W. Wilder 


/irgil N. Ei: airme 
MN ee te eee Richard E. Gebert Ralph C. Bayer 


Sylvester A. Engleman Owen S. Arnos 
Bruce Arduser 


DEACONS 


William H. Davenport, Chairman 
BUILDING COMMITTEE 


Ralph C. Bayer Robert U. Johnson 
Walter H. Friedrich Howard Miller Ralph C. Bayer, Chairman 
Richard E. Gebert Samuel Weir Virgil Eisenhut Otto Gumpper 
Ervin G. Goodman Ralph Whitmore NATAL, Ee 
John Kerr Walter Friedrich 
Larrey A. Wolever , 
President of the Congregation, Richard J. Keyser Building Fund Treasurer, Louis G. Kibiger 


+ + + 


W: REGRET that space does not permit the listing of all the members of Salem 

who so willingly and generously gave their time, their energy and _ their 
financial support to make this new Salem church a reality. To these wonderful folk, the Pastor, your church 
officers and the men who headed the new church project humbly and with deep sincerity extend heartfelt 
thanks. What each individual has done is indelibly written in the Book of Life and at some future date it 
is certain that your efforts will receive recognition from One who has led Salem to new heights in this year 
of 1955. 
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Facts and 
Figures 


The new church property covers five acres. 


ol Ba Fae 


Church edifice is constructed of “shot-sawed varigated” Indiana 
limestone laid in Ashlar pattern of random length and limited heights. 


The beautiful cross on the front wall is sixteen feet high and is 


cut from Alberene Black Serpentine stone from Virginia. 


Educational unit is of Norman architectural brick with lime- 


stone trim. 


Size of church nave is 42 feet by 94 feet 
overall. 44 pews will comfortably seat 400. 


Five huge laminated fir arches almost two 
feet in thickness highlight the nave. 


Church parlor immediately at rear of nave 
will supply overflow seating for approxi- 
mately 150. 


Parlor features built-in altar, built-in Pull- 
man kitchen and fireplace. 


Educational unit features six class rooms, 
size 22 feet by 32 feet. All rooms feature out- 
side exposure. Two or three classes can be 
accommodated in each room. 


Lower level auditorium is 42 feet by 94 
feet. Features stage at south end. Room will 
serve as Sunday School assembly hall and 
dining room, serving more than 300 at one 
time. 


Compact, well organized kitchen is fully 
equipped with dishwasher, refrigerator, sinks, 
cabinets, range, steam and serving tables, etc. 
Has convenient rear entrance directly off park- 
ing lot. 


Low pressure steam-heating plant of the 
latest design using oil will heat buildings. Two 
LP steam boilers will make it possible to heat 
only sections of building in use at a particu- 
lar time. 


Oil tank will hold 6000 gallons. 


Our white asphalt shingle roof will reflect 
sunshine instead of absorbing it so everything 
under the white roof stays cooler. 


Large ventilating fans installed to insure 
constant air circulation throughout. 


22-foot drive will lead into parking lot 
that will provide off-street parking at present 
for 125 cars. More space can be easily added. 


ARGHITEGI Ss sae 
Harry Humbrecht & Associates 
O. Louis Reich of that firm designed the en- 
tire building and all details. 


GENERAL CONTRACTOR .. . 
Wm. P. Schenkel & Sons 


PLUMBING, HEATING & WIRING... 
P. B. Arnold Co., Inc. 


PEW Seca GHUANCELy a s., 
Josephinum Company, Columbus, Ohio 


ORGAN REMODELING & MOVING ... 
Jeff Rousch, Defiance, Ohio 


KITCHEN EQUIPMENT .. . 


Hillman‘s 


CHURGHSGARPEIS-n.- 
Standard Rug & Linoleum Co. 


PARKING LOT & DRIVE... 
R. J. Leininger & Sons, Inc. 


ROOFING & SHEET METAL... 
C. Miller & Sons 


FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS . . . 
Lincoln National Bank & Trust Co. 


LEGAL SERVIGES) =. 
Herbert Willis 
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Congratulatory 


ROBERT 
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MAYOR ERS 


Messages 


august 29, 1955 


Rey, Wi 
Pastor, dlarg Zinke, 


To the many friends of Salem we wish 
to express our sincere appreciation for 
the hundreds of congratulatory messages 
received during the course of our new 


church building project. It is our hope Hadi = 
ae 8 y 
2 ° : rete off ur ¢ 
that we will continue to merit their well contribut tong yrour ete ie Of your congreparie ongratuy ee 
é : ; : 5 a 
wishes and live up to their expectations. ros re mmund t Pe Cie aed venture is » 
Owey Be CRE Silt ty h Pird bute to 
Christ, 2, 2P¢ the of), 2% have aa cWired a tual wej7-1°, the 
tia achings  {7Bed opportust 4 £° tha reputation us 
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nt 
for 200d among aie your ¢ ing 


of us, 


HOST CREIGHTON AVENUE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Disciples of Christ 


THE ASSOCIATED CHURCHES OF FORT WAYNE, INC. ses, 


Mrs, Modine 3. Hophing 
Di 


302-3 GETILE BUILDING PHONE A-6388 FORT WAYNE 2, INDIANA Weekday Religlees Edvestion 


8415 WEST CREIGHTON AVENUE 
FORT WAYNE 6, INDIANA 


President. Mr. Louls E. Wode 
Vice-President - Mr, Dwight Shirey 
Vice-President» The 
Vice-President «Mra. Ci 
Secretary «Min. CW. 
Tewosurer = My. Corl J. Suedhoft 


w. Evlint 
word 


RUSSELL E. PALMER, MINISTER 


o- » 1955. 
MANSE: 641 WEST CREIGHTON Auges Sto) 23 


August 31, 1955 


Dept. of Weekdoy Religious Educotion 
The Rev. ¥. ©, Barnhart, Ch 


Dept, ef Christion Education 
The Rev. J. W. Meliter, Chr 


Dept chain Women Salom E & R Church 
setae ah Fort Wayne, Ind. 


The Salem Evangelical and Reformed Church, 
Fort Wayne, Indiana. 


Dept. of Inter-Church Relotions 
The Rev, Wm, J. Rot, Chr. 


Dear Friends, 


Dept. of Evangelism 
The Rev. Charles S. Hortman, Chi, 


Dear Christian Friends: 


Our Board of Directors and entire organization 


oe wet hier congratulate the membership of your church upon 
ys ce oer cee the completion of your beautiful new church homes 
We of the Fort Wayne Ministerial Dept. of Finance Such an accomplishment is a great achievement 


Mr. Jomes F. Anglin, Chr 


Association deem it a privilege to have a 
part in the dedication of your new Church 
building. We greatly admire the keen 
spiritual insight and vision that led your 
congregation to move to a new area off our 
city to further your Christian witness. 


and the church is to be commended. 
Devt. of Public Melotions 
Mr Haywood M. Davis 


Yie believe that you have made a real contri- 
Dept of | Redo Browdcapting bution to the Protestant cause in our city. 
dette SN Toe Your beautiful and modern church plant testifies 
as to the faith and courage of your people. 


Directors 
ife:' Jones Fe'Asaia You have built a "Temple unto God" of which 

2 you can be justly proud. We rejoice with you 

peeiaecthrapelacwate and pray God's richest blessings upon you in 
taste Wega your future worke 


We rejoice with you in the fact that 
your vision has now become a reality. Our 
prayer is that God will continue to bless 
and prosper your work as you accomplish 
even greater things under His leadership 
and directione 


President. 


The Rev. Russell E. Palmer 
The Rev. Ervin E, Petenike 
The Rev, Wm, J, Rote 
Mr. Earl H. Slebold 

Mr ACM. Smith 

Mr BL Nelvon Snider 

Mr, Edword G. Thome 
mr, Lovie E. Wode 

Dr. CM. Worfield 

Mr, Robert E. Wilkervon 
The Rev. George B. Wood 
‘The Rev, Robert J. Yunher 


in Christ, 


ELL E. PALMER, President 
WAYNE WINISTERIAL ASSOCIATION. 


_ . Evangelical and Reformed Church 72 


First Vice-Preaident 
Office of the President 4260 N. Paulina St Chicace i8, M. 
Second Vice-Presid 
| Rev. James E. Wacner, D.D., LL.D. Taunt w Atcctiett moe 
Schaff Building, Room 915, 1505 Race Street, Philadelphia 2, Pennsylvania Paul Brown Building, St. Louis, Mo. 
Secretary 


Rev. W. Sherman Kerschner, D.D. 
1505 Race St., Philadelphia 2, Pa. 


September 9, 1955 horeen eee 
1720 Chouteau Ave., St. Louis 8, Mo. 


Presidents Emeriti 


Rev. L. W. Goebel, '‘D.D.. LL.D., 

| s 428 Briar Place, Itasca, Ill. 

To the Pastor and Congregation of Rev W, Richards, D.D.. LLD., Th.D., 
° Pa. 


« Geo. 
Salem Church, Fort Wayne, Indiana 441 College Ave., 


Dear Friends: INDI 1 CC LECTION 

As President of the Evangelical and Reformed Church I am more 
than happy to greet you on the occasion of the dedication of your new 
Church Building. It is always encouraging to learn of such advances in 
the life and work of our congregations and I am sure that what you are 
now doing will enable you to give a more effective witness to the Gospel 
of our Iord Jesus Christ in the community in which you are located. 


I take this opportunity of reminding you and your people that 
as a congregation of the Evangelical and Reformed Church you are not alone. 
You are part of a nationwide fellowship of approximately 2,750 other 
congregations which are to be found in 38 states and the District of 
Columbia as well as in four provinces of Canada. That fellowship includes 
also approximately 775,000 communicant members. Two implications at least 
I would point out in those statistical facts. First, each Sunday when in 
the Apostles' Creed you repeat the phrase "Holy Catholic (or Universal 
Christian) Church" and "the commmnion of saints", whatever else these 
phrases mean, let them be a reminder of those other congregations and 
other church members who belong to the same fellowship as yourselves. 
Second, remember that these 2,750 congregations and their 775,000 communicant 
members are bound together with yourselves in a program of evangelism and 
missions and general Christian witness by which together we bear our 
testimony to the saving power of Jesus Christ. 


I will add only one further observation. For 17 years now I 
have been sitting in the General Council of our Church and always in our 
discussions we have recognized that the health and vitality of our 
Evangelical and Reformed Church as a whole depends in the last analysis 
upon the faithfulness and devotion of each pastor and lay member and upon 
the continuing effectiveness of the life and work of a congregation such 
as yours. 


With kindest personal regards, I am 


Yours sincerely, 
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